                                   Does china come from China?
Yes, it does! Generally, the word china (with the small letter “c“ at the beginning) is applied to porcelain items
 (cups, plates, teapots, jugs,  etc.).
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The name china was applied to these items for two reasons: because China is their land of origin and because for centuries only China could produce these items in the quality and quantity that people desired. 

In the short text above ↑ I used the words china and China several times. Each of them refers
 to a different thing. In English, the word china/China is a capitonym.  Simply said, if a word changes its meaning and sometimes its pronunciation when the first letter is capitalized, we call the word capitonym.
Here are some well-known (or maybe not very well-known) capitonyms:
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March-  march

March (with capital “M“) is the third month of the year. 

The word  march  (starting with the small letter “m“) refers to a walk by a group of soldiers/majorettes in which each person matches the speed and movements of the others.  →
2. Titanic –titanic
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Titanic was a British passenger liner that sank in the North Atlantic Ocean in April 1912. However,  titanic with the small letter “t“ at the beginning is an adjective meaning extremely large, powerful or important →a titanic battle, a titanic project, etc.
3. Lent – lent

Lent is the period of 40 days before Easter during which Christians should stop doing something they really like (e.g. watching TV, drinking alcohol, eating meat, etc.).

“She lent me her very expensive coat.“ In this sentence “lent“ with the small letter “l“ works as past tense of lend.

	lend
	lent
	lent
	požičať  (niekomu niečo)
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Turkey –  turkey    

Turkey is a transcontinental country, lying partly in Asia and partly in Europe. The capital city is Ankara.

The turkey is a large bird which is often eaten on festive days like Thanksgiving or Christmas Day.

5. August – august

August is the eighth month of the year, between July and September. 

“We `ll be on holiday in August.“/ “The meeting is on 4th August.“
The word “august“ with the small letter  “a“ at the beginning is an adjective. It means old, serious, respected, impressive → an august group of statesmen.
In all the examples above ↑ there is no change in pronunciation. However, a change in pronunciation may occur.
 Like in these cases:
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Reading- reading

Reading is a large and historically important town in England. Its pronunciation is [rediŋ].
 On the other hand, reading – pronounced like [rídiŋ]  is the ability to read or the act of reading something. 
2. Mobile- mobile

Mobile (the city in Alabama, USA) is pronounced differently than a mobile phone. It is pronounced like MOH-beel.
� Porcelánové predmety


� Odkazovať na niečo (refer to something)


� Objaviť sa





